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Comparative study on housing policy
of the Conservative Party and Labour Party in the United Kingdom

Sungje Jeon’

Abstract

The United Kingdom (UK) is a suitable case to conduct a comparative study because housing policy debate and
competition between the Labour Party and Conservative Party has recently been quite active. This comparative
study investigates the context of housing market change in the UK and examines the housing policy of these
parties. First, the housing price in the Southeast, including London, soared in the recent period. To respond to
this housing market trend, the Conservative Party introduced housing policy based on the residual model and
selective welfare concept, but the Labour Party suggested housing policy based on the mass model and
universal welfare concept. In addition, despite these differences, the detailed policy plans of both parties are
partially in conflict, but include similar policy measures in some respects. Specifically, the support of both
parties for the expansion of social housing suggests useful implications for the supply of social housing in

Korea.
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